May 13, 2024

Brian Crombie
Mississauga, ON L5H 2L5
briancrombie@rogers.com

Office of the City Clerk
Elections Office

Mississauga Civic Centre

300 City Centre Drive, 2nd floor
Mississauga, ON L5B 3C1
election.office@mississauga.ca

Re: Urgent Request for Investigation: Exclusion from More Homes Mississauga Debate
Dear Mississauga Elections Officer, Clerk, and General Counsel,

I am writing to urgently address a matter of serious concern regarding the upcoming debate
scheduled for May 13, 2024, organized by More Homes Mississauga ("MHM"). As a candidate
for Mayor of Mississauga, | have faced significant challenges in accessing local debates,
indicating a troubling bias towards certain incumbent councillors.

MHM, an unincorporated entity with unclear leadership and no transparent legal status, has
unilaterally organized a debate featuring only select candidates: Alvin Tedjo, Carolyn Parrish,
and Dipika Damerla. This discriminatory practice not only undermines the democratic
process but also violates the Municipal Elections Act ("MEA") and the Charter of Rights.

The actions of MHM represent a clear breach of the MEA, specifically section 88.2(1), which
defines illegal campaign contributions. By orchestrating a debate that excludes certain
candidates while favoring others, MHM is providing an unfair advantage to its preferred
candidates. Furthermore, MHM's lack of transparency regarding its structure and funding
sources raises serious questions about its influence on the electoral process and potential
violations of campaign finance laws.

Moreover, the exclusion of candidates from this debate violates the Charter of Rights,
particularly section 2(b), which guarantees the right to freedom of expression and political
speech. Public property, such as the University of Toronto Mississauga campus where the
debate is scheduled to take place, should be a space for inclusive and equitable political
discourse, not a platform for selective exclusion and manipulation. As you may know
injunctions have been granted in the past by courts when public spaces are used for election
debates that don’t invite and include all nominated candidates. The use of the title, “The
Official Housing Debate” suggests either this is a City sanctioned event, or that they are
guilty of false advertising.
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Additionally, MHM's status as an unincorporated entity prevents it from registering as a third-
party advertiser, rendering any spending associated with the debate an illegal campaign
contribution. Therefore, the debate should not be allowed to occur, and the spending should
be deemed an election campaign advertisement. Candidates who attend and participate
should be considered to be accepting of an illegal campaign contribution from an entity they
cannot accept a contribution from.

Despite my repeated attempts to engage with MHM organizers and request inclusion in the
debate, | have been met with dismissive responses and arbitrary justifications for my
exclusion. Even asrecent polling data indicates my standing as a viable candidate, MHM has
persisted in its discriminatory practices. Additionally, my attempt to register as an audience
member for the debate was thwarted when my ticket was inexplicably cancelled, within ten
minutes of registering, further underscoring the extent of MHM's efforts to silence alternative
voices and manipulate the electoral process.

In light of these serious concerns, | urge you to conduct a thorough investigation into MHM's
activities and take immediate action to address this issue. It is essential to ensure that all
candidates are afforded equal opportunities to participate in debates and engage with
voters, as failure to do so would compromise the integrity of the election and erode public
trust in the electoral process.

| request that you take decisive measures, including but not limited to prohibiting the
scheduled debate from taking place and holding accountable those responsible for violating
electoral laws and principles of fairness.

Thank you for your attention to this urgent matter. | trust that you will act swiftly and
decisively to uphold the integrity of our democratic process.

Sincerely,

Brian Crombie
Candidate for Mayor of Mississauga

CC:

Alvin Tedjo alvin.tedjo@mississauga.ca

Carolyn Parrish Info@ParrishForMayor.com
Dipika Damerla dipika.damerla@mississauga.ca
Leena Latafat, CP24 leena.latafat@cp24.com
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