
Dear Sirs:  
 
president@utoronto.ca 
alexandra.gillespie@utoronto.ca 
  
There is a debate being held at UTM tonight that I believe breaches both federal and provincial 
laws for spaces owned by public entities such as UTM. I attach the letter I have sent to the City 
of Mississauga and copy below the rules that apply to your institution.  
 
Ontario has a UNIVERSITY FREE SPEECH LAW which this debate clearly violates. The University 
should be advised a complaint will be lodged seeking cancelling of their 2023 to 2024 FUNDING. 
 
Ontario Protecting Free Speech on Campuses 
 

Universities and Colleges in Full Compliance with Free Speech Policy, November 04, 2019 

https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/54447/ontario-protecting-free-speech-on-campuses  
TORONTO — The Ontario government delivered on its promise to uphold free speech on 
Ontario's publicly assisted university and college campuses, with full compliance with its new 
free speech policy requirements. 
 
Today, the Higher Education Quality Council of Ontario (HEQCO) released its first college and 
university free speech report, which showed that all universities and colleges are in compliance 
with a free speech policy that meets the government requirements. 
 
“Our government worked quickly to protect free speech on campus, and colleges and 
universities have done a great job of putting consistent, effective policies in place," said Ross 
Romano, Minister of Colleges and Universities. 
 
In August 2018, the government mandated that colleges and universities develop, implement 
and comply with a free speech policy that meets a minimum standard based on best practices 
from around the world. The policy protects free speech while ensuring that hate speech, 
discrimination and other illegal forms of speech are not allowed on campus. Each institution 
was to publish its policy by January 1, 2019. 
 
Colleges and universities are also required to post online and submit an annual report on 
implementation progress including a summary of compliance to HEQCO. 
 
Students whose actions are contrary to the free speech policy are subject to existing campus 
student discipline measures. Any complaint against the institution that remains unresolved may 
be referred to the Ontario Ombudsman. 
 
“It's important that postsecondary students are guaranteed freedom of speech on campus at all 
Ontario's campuses," said Minister Ross Romano. "We have a shared obligation to ensure that 



colleges and universities continue to be places where students exchange different ideas and 
opinions in open and respectful debate." 
 
Brian Crombie 
www.briancrombie.com 


